THE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE.

CHA?. IT.

Coronation
of Charles
at Rome,

A.D. 80O.

At length the Prankish host entered Rome. The
Pope's cause was heard; his innocence, already vindi-
cated by a miracle, was pronounced by the Patrician in
full synod; his accusers condemned in his stead. Charles
remained in the city for some weeks; and on Christmas-
day, A.D. 800 P, he heard mass in the basilica of St. Peter.
On the spot where now the gigantic dome of Bramante
and Michael Angelo towers over the buildings of the
modern city, the spot which tradition had hallowed as
that of the Apostle's martyrdom, Constantine the Great
had erected the oldest and stateliest temple of Christian
Rome. Nothing could be less like than was this basilica
to those northern cathedrals, shadowy, fantastic, irregular,
crowded with pillars, fringed all round by clustering
shrines and chapels, which are to most of us the types .of
mediaeval architecture. In its plan and decorations, in
the spacious sunny hall, the roof plain as that of a Greek
temple, the long row of Corinthian columns, the vivid
mosaics on its walls, in its brightness, its sternness, its
simplicity, it had preserved every feature of Roman art,
and had remained a perfect expression of Roman
character 3. Out of the transept, a flight of steps led up
to the high altar underneath and just beyond the great
arch, the arch of triumph as it was called : behind in the
semicircular apse sat the clergy, rising tier above tier
around its walls; in the midst, high above the rest, and
looking down past the altar over the multitude, was
placed the bishop's throner, itself the curule chair of some

P Or rather, according to the
then prevailing practice of begin-
ning the year from Christmas-day,
AJ>. 801.

^ An elaborate description of old
St. Peter's may be found in Bnnsen's

and Platner's Bescbreibvng dfr Stadt
Rom; with which compare Bnn-
sen's work on the Basilicas of
Rome.
r The primitive cnstom was for
the bishop to sit in the centre of